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SUBJECT: ANTI-TRUST INVESTIGATION OF CERTAIN FOREIGN AIRLINES 
REF: STATE 191611 

T. IN CONVERSATION WITH HENRI PERDIEUS, ASSOCIATED DIRECTOR OF 
COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE IN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ON 
SEPTEMBER 20, SUBJECT OF ANTI-TRUST INVESTIGATION CAME UP. PER- 
DIEUS REMARKED THAT BELGIAN REPLY TO "SEVEN POINT PROPOSAL" 
SUMMARIZED IN REFTEL WOULD BE FORTHCOMING BY FIRST WEEK OF 
OCTOBER AND WOULD BE DELIVERED THROUGH BELGIAN EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON. HE INFORMED US THAT BELGIANS WOULD REPLY 
NEGATIVELY TO PROPOSAL AND WOULD NOT PERMIT SABENA EMPLOYEES 
TO APPEAR, EVEN INFORMALLY, NOR WOULD SABENA SUBMIT DOCUMENTS 
TO JUSTICE DEPARTMENT. PERDIEUS EMPHASIZED THAT BELGIANS 
WERE EXTREMELY UNHAPPY WITH THE WAY THIS INVESTIGATION 
HAS BEEN HANDLED, BEGINNING WITH ISSUANCE OF SUBPOENAS 
TO FOREIGN AIRLINE OFFICIALS DURING IATA MEETING AT 
FORT LAUDERDALE. HE IMPLIED THAT BELGIANS MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN MORE COOPERATIVE IF THEY HAD BEEN APPROACHED MORE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 07481 261929Z 

TACTFULLY. ON OTHER HAND, HE EXPRESSED DOUBT, AS A 
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MATTER OF PRINCIPLE, THAT SABENA COULD PROVIDE EVIDENCE 
IMPLICATING OTHER AIRLINE COMPANIES. PERDIEUS ADDED 
THAT THE FOUR NON-AMERICAN AIRLINES INVOLVED HAVE BEEN 
CONSULTING AMONG THEMSELVES AS TO HOW THEY SHOULD 
RESPOND TO "SEVEN POINT PROPOSAL", AND THAT AT LEAST 
TWO IN ADDITION TO SABENA HAVE DECIDED TO RESPOND 
NEGATIVELY. FIRESTONE 
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